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We congratulate you on your engagement, and wish you many blessings as you prepare for the celebration of the Sacrament of Matrimony.  It is with a deep awareness of the richness of a happy marriage that we encourage you to prepare yourselves as fully as possible for the celebration of this sacrament.  With this goal in mind, we present you guidelines for the celebration of the Sacrament of Matrimony in Mother of Divine Providence Church.  We hope that the information in this booklet will be useful to you as you prepare for this important step in your lives.
Before you take another step, please realize that will be your obligation as well as every Catholic person is to be married in a Church by a priest before two witnesses. Before anything else, the couple should contact the parish offices to have explained how Catholics receive the Sacrament. 
Trouble begins when plans are made without consulting the parish priest first.  Please remember, if a couple chooses to be married without the priest in good standing, the couple is placing themselves outside of the Church and may no longer receive the Sacraments of Church. A priest in good standing has faculties to marry in a Catholic Church any two Catholics who have never been married before. The priest needs to ask for faculties not to do this.
 How engaged couples prepare for the Sacrament in the Parish Church.
The couple will need to make an appointment with the parish priest (610)265.4178 and he will review the process with you. After he has reviewed the general schema, he will investigate any hindrances that might prevent you from receiving the Sacrament (previous marriage, mixed marriage). A schedule for meetings and completion of necessary paperwork will be reviewed with you at the time of this initial meeting.
(1) DOCUMENTS NEEDED:
You will need to meet with the parish priest to answer the questions of the Pre-Nuptial Inventory.  At that time, you must bring with you certain documents.

	A)  Baptismal Certificate:  A newly-issued baptismal certificate (i.e. issued within 	the past six months) from the Catholic church of your baptism is required if you 	were not baptized in MDP Church.  Those Christians who are baptized, but not 	Catholic, must present proof of their baptism.

	B)  Freedom to Marry: For those who are Catholic and do not belong to MDP 	Parish, a letter of “Freedom to Marry” from your parish priest is required.

(2)  OTHER REQUIREMENTS:
A)  Pre-Marital Instructions:  The prospective bride and groom are both obliged to attend formal pre-marital instructions (Pre-Cana program).  Mother of Divine Providence Parish provides these instructions on-site twice a year; once in the fall and once in the spring.  The Pre-Cana program we offer is a one full-day program, usually scheduled for a Saturday.  A registration form is available through the parish 	priest at his first meeting with the couple, or on the parish website (www.mdpparish.com). The times and places of other programs, offered by the Archdiocese of Philadelphia, also are available.  You do have the option of attending a Pre-Cana program in another diocese, if it would be more accommodating.

B) Completion of the FOCCUS Inventory:  FOCCUS (Facilitating Open Couple Communication, Understanding and Study) is a tool designed to provide engaged couples with a personalized starting place to discuss aspects of their relationship that may require attention prior to their marriage. The FOCCUS inventory is a survey covering 156 basic questions that are independently answered by each person.  Completing this inventory is required prior to your wedding date. 
The survey may be completed on-line after it has been set-up by the parish FOCCUS  facilitator, Deacon Mark Dillon.  Survey results will be compiled by FOCCUS Inc. and returned to the parish facilitator for discussion with the couple.  It is recommended that you arrange with the parish FOCCUS facilitator to complete this survey prior to attending the Pre-Cana program. 

C)  Marriage License: Pennsylvania marriage license information, laws and requirements are available on-line.  The civil license (issued by the State of Pennsylvania) is to be brought to the rehearsal and given to the priest along with all fees.  In this way, you will not have to worry about the license and fees on your wedding day.

(3)  PARISH REGULATIONS:

	A)  Times for Weddings:  The times for Saturday weddings are 12:00 Noon and 	2:00 PM. We cannot have Saturday weddings start later than 2:00 PM because of 	confessions that immediately follow.  We do not schedule Sunday weddings.

B)  Visiting Priests:  A priest relative or friend is most welcome to preside at your wedding.  He is expected to be present for the rehearsal also.  Should he not be a priest of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia, he must present a document proving his good standing as a cleric of the Catholic Church.  Our parish priest will complete all paperwork.

	C)  Altar Servers:  We will assign two altar servers for your Nuptial Mass, unless 	you inform us that you will provide your own servers.  We do not automatically 	schedule servers for a Nuptial Ceremony (i.e. without Mass).  You certainly may 	request them, however.  

	D)  Fees:  
The offering for the church is $325. 
The offering for the two altar servers is $15 each.
Please remember that these fees are to be brought to the rehearsal and given to the 	priest.  Please place each fee in its own envelope marked as to whom it should be 	given. Use separate envelopes for each of the two altar servers.
	
E)  Wedding Rehearsal:  The rehearsal will be scheduled at the convenience of all concerned.  The wedding party should be on time.  Except for the parents of the bride and groom, there should be no visitors at the rehearsal. Only the wedding party and those reading the Scriptures at the wedding should be there.  Rehearsals will be held on the Thursday evening before the wedding.  

It would be a good idea to ask the Catholics in the wedding party to go to confession the week before the wedding.  Sometimes the rehearsal is long, and the priest might have other appointments that evening.

	F)  Photographer/Videographer:  There should be only one official photographer 	and/or videographer.  These people should not interfere with the liturgy in any 	way. Posing for photographs is not allowed in the church.  You are free to take 	pictures outside.

(4)  GUIDELINES FOR PLANNING YOUR WEDDING LITURGY:  

	A)  Choosing a Mass or Ceremony:  The Rite of Marriage provides three forms 	for celebrating marriage in the Roman Catholic Church:  

		1)  The Rite for Celebrating Marriage during Mass is normally used when 			two Catholics marry;
		2)  The Rite for Celebrating Marriage outside Mass is used when a Catholic 			marries a baptized person from another Christian Church;
		3)  The Rite for Celebrating Marriage between a Catholic and an Un-				baptized Person is used when a Catholic marries someone who is not a 			Christian.

Mass consists of the Liturgy of the Word (Prayers, Readings from Scripture, Homily) and the Liturgy of the Eucharist (which includes the reception of Holy Communion). The Wedding Ceremony consists of the Liturgy of the Word (as at Mass) and special blessings.  At both of them, the Rite of Marriage (i.e. Exchange of Vows and Rings) takes place immediately after the Homily.
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B)  Choosing the Readings and Form of Vows:  When you meet with the priest, he 	will give you a booklet entitled “Together for Life”.  In it you will find several 	choices for readings, vow formulas, prayers, etc. After making your choices, 	complete the form provided and returns it to the priest who will preside at your 	wedding.
C)  Marriage Booklet:  If you plan to make a participation booklet or program to 	give to your guests, you must go over a draft copy with the priest before having it

D)  Music:  Once you have set the date for your wedding, you should contact our music 	coordinator, Roz Cirino.  She also is the vocalist and will provide you with an organist, as well as assist you in your musical selections.  She is qualified and delegated to approve all selections according to official liturgical guidelines.  No music from Broadway shows or secular artists is permitted.  Should you wish to have additional instrumentalists and/or vocalists participate in your wedding, these too must work with our music coordinator.
Fees for our music coordinator, and for the organist and vocalist, are to be 	discussed and arranged directly with Mrs. Cirino.

E)  Flowers:  In ordering flower arrangements for MDP Church, keep in mind the 	size of the church.  Arrangements should be rather large.  We recommend two 	arrangements to be placed against the wall; one on either side of the tabernacle.  	Pedestals are provided by the parish.

	F)  Decorations:  No decorations may be tacked, glued, taped or nailed to the pews. 

No lighted candles of any kind are allowed on the pews.  No lighted candles may be carried.

No decorations of any kind may be attached to the front of the church building or to the handrails on the stairs.  This includes balloons, ribbons, flowers, signs, etc. 
Flower petals may not be scattered on the floor by a flower girl.
Nothing can be scattered or thrown after the wedding.  This includes rice, confetti, 	birdseed, flower petals, etc. 

	G)  Runner:  Considering the composition of our church floor and the runner 	itself, using a runner presents a real safety hazard.  People have gotten their heel 	caught in them and fallen.  Therefore, we do not permit runners.

H)  Church Doors:  When either the heat or air-conditioning is on, the front doors of the church will not be propped open.  Ushers are asked to assist in keeping  them closed.  
I)  Arrival Times:  The groom, best man, and ushers should arrive at church at least one-half hour before the wedding time. The Bridal party is expected to arrive on time in consideration of those who are waiting and for those Ministers of the Altar who have time constraints..
The bride should arrive at the church fifteen minutes before the wedding.  Please 	do not let the photographer delay you at the house.  Stop the picture taking one 	half hour before the wedding time, and arrive at church on time.  It will take the 	pressure off you and your guests who are waiting. 
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.  This is a first of all an act of praise and worship to the God Who makes all things possible; it is also a parish celebration of its children and the establishment of a new family within the Body of Christ. As you begin this new life, may your lives become fruitful in the work of the Kingdom that God gives you this day. May your joy be completed by this holy mystery!
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