HAVE YOU BEEN CALLED TO BE A CATECHIST IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH?
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Introduction
The hope of the Church lies with the Catechist!  “Under the direction of priests, in fact, they continue with frankness to announce “the Good News” to their brothers and sisters.” “Through religious instruction, preparation for the sacraments, animation in prayer and other works of charity, they (catechists) help the baptized to grow in fervor of the Christian life.”
We live in missionary times! The Gospels need to be proclaimed in new ways to open the hearts of today’s people with the wind of the Holy Spirit. The Church needs men, women and young people to teach the catechism, with excitement, devotion and from a foundational encounter with Jesus Christ. Your fellow parishioners of every age need catechists to teach the Deposit of Faith that is so rich and vital to our Church.

DISCERNMENT
How do I discern a call to be a catechist?
Sit quietly before the Blessed Sacrament and pray for the Holy Spirit to guide you. Ask family and friends about what it means for them. Do you have time to commit? Ask the Director of Religious Education what is involved in teaching. Ask professional teachers what they think about you being a catechist. Read over the curriculum, does it appeal to you? Can you learn something by being a catechist? Ask the parish priest what he thinks.
After all that, pray again for the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Read the Scriptures and pray again.

CATECHIST TRAINING
What we have tried to do here is give you some online training that will help you realize a calling from God which began at the time of your confirmation: to preach and live the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
From the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples: Guide for Catechists
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cevang/documents/rc_con_cevang_doc_19971203_cath_en.html
From the Congregation of the Clergy 
http://www.vatican.va/roman  _curia/congregations/cclergy/documents/rc con ccatheduc doc17041988 directory-for-catechesis-en.html.
Classroom Management
http://712educators.about.com/od/discipline/tp/disciplinetips.htm
For effective teaching, it is essential that you begin with a plan for the management of your classroom. You are the adult inside the four walls of your classroom space. You set the rules and you maintain them. Children want to feel safe; they want the adult to be fair and consistent.
http://www.soyouwanttoteach.com/50-classroom-management-tips-i-have-learned-this-month/
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/classroom-management/behavioral-problems/26200.html

Curriculum   http://archphila.org/catechetical/resources/resources.htm
The Archdiocese of Philadelphia has offered for our reference a standard curriculum for catechetical instruction. I think you will find this helpful, not only to discerning at what level you might feel called to serve. Certainly your personal and professional gifts lend to developing a sense of where you might be most helpful.
Necessary knowledge of prayers and practices
Parent Curriculum:  http://old.usccb.org/catechism/text/
It is essential that a catechist begin resourcing materials for parents who often times are not familiar with or do not practice their faith within the family setting. United with their parish priests, the role of catechists takes on a wider and more involved perspective. Catechists not only educate the child, they educate the family.
Within this context, materials should always be made available to parents for their own education and small groups for scripture or faith formation made available through the Parish School for Catechism.

Now what does Jesus do through me?
If you feel that God is calling you to this noble service in the Church, please contact either the parish office 610.265.4178 or the office for Catechetical Formation and ask for Theresa or Simone.


General Directory for Catechesis
Published by the Congregation for the Clergy (1997)

80. The definitive aim of catechesis is to put people not only in touch, but also in communion and intimacy, with Jesus Christ. All evangelizing activity is understood as promoting communion with Jesus Christ. Starting with the initial conversion of a person to the Lord, moved by the Holy Spirit through the primary proclamation of the Gospel, catechesis seeks to solidify and mature this first adherence.
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